
 
PAST SIENKEWICZ LECTURES  

2017 Victor M. Martinez . . . . . . “The Decline and Falls of the Roman Material Economy or       

How to Trash Talk Rome” 

2018 Nathan Elkins . . . . . . . . . . . . .“The Significance of Images in the Reign of Nerva” 

2019 Steven L. Tuck . . . . . . . . . . . . “Where Did the Pompeians Go?” 

2020 Mont Allen . . . . . . . . . . . . . “Dicing with Death: Games, Contests, and the World of Play 

on Roman Sarcophagi”  

2021 Jodi Magness . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  “Masada: From Jewish Revolt to Modern Myth” 

2022 Sinclair Bell. . . . . . . . . . .“‘Race,’ Racism and Representation in Roman Art: 

Aethiopians in the Visual Arts of the Roman World”   

2023 Allison Emmerson . . . . . . . . . “Excavating Hidden Lives in Roman Pompeii” 

2024 Pedar Foss  . . . . . . . . . . . . “Solving the Mystery of Vesuvius: When Exactly Did It 

Destroy Pompeii? 

THE THOMAS J. AND ANNE W. SIENKEWICZ Lecture on   
Roman Archaeology was established by an anonymous donor in   
2017 to support the annual archaeological lecture series 
sponsored by the Monmouth College Department of Classics and 
the Western Illinois Society of the Archaeological Institute of 
America. Tom Sienkewicz was Minnie Billings Capron Chair of 
Classics at Monmouth College from 1985 until 2017. During his 
career he taught a wide range of classics courses, many with 
strong archaeological features, including Classical Mythology, the 

Ancient Family, and Africa in the Ancient World. In 1984 he founded the Western 
Illinois Society  of the Archaeological Institute of America, which, since its inception, has 
hosted hundreds  of archaeological lectures at Monmouth. His wife, Anne, has been a 
loyal supporter of  archaeology and over the years has hosted countless speakers.  
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DR. JEREMY HARTNETT is Professor of Classics at 
Wabash College in Crawfordsville, Indiana, and Chair of 
the Managing Committee of the Intercollegiate Center for 
Classical Studies in Rome. He has earned an A.B. in 
Classics from Wabash and, from the University of 
Michigan, an M.A. in Latin, and an M.A. and Ph.D. in 
Classical Art and Archaeology. A specialist in Roman 
archaeology and social history, he studies sites in Italy 
including Pompeii, Herculaneum, Ostia, and Rome. In 
particular, Dr. Hartnett is drawn to everyday life in Roman 
cities, which has been at the root of both of his books, The 
Roman Street: Urban Life and Society in Pompeii, Herculaneum, 

and Rome (Cambridge University Press, 2017 – Winner of the 2018 James Henry 
Breasted Prize from the American Historical Association), and The Remarkable Life, 
Death, and Afterlife of an Ordinary Roman: A Social History (Cambridge University Press, 
2024) 
 

 
“THE WINE WAS NEVER LACKING” 

A ROMAN LIFE AND DEATH ON THE MARGINS 

IN 1626, WORKERS DIGGING IN St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome accidentally 
unearthed the funerary ensemble of a second century CE Roman named Flavius 
Agricola.  His life-sized marble portrait showed him reclining, half-naked, wine cup 
in hand.  And his epitaph voiced his encouragement to visitors to enjoy life’s pleasures 
– especially wine and sex – because “after death, earth and fire consume all else.”  Such 
sentiments did not go over well with papal authorities, who hushed up the find and 
destroyed the inscription.  But Flavius’ funerary monument allows us to delve deeply 
into the life of an ordinary Roman – one who peered up at palaces rather than gazing 
out from them – and to consider his life and commemoration in death in multiple 
dimensions.  Remarkably, Flavius’ monument – after moving among Baroque palazzi, 
Parisian workshops, and Manhattan galleries – resides in Indianapolis.  These many 
contexts invite consideration of what Roman antiquities have meant across the ages. 
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Community Welcome..................................................Dr. Robert Holschuh Simmons  
 Professor of Classics  

Minnie Billings Capron Chair of Classical Languages  
 

Introduction of Speaker .................................................................Mx. Lynn Rech ’25  
Classics Major, Biology and Philosophy Minors   

Eta Sigma Phi Member  
 

Sienkewicz Lecture....................................................................... Dr. Jeremy Hartnett  
Professor of Classical Studies​

Wabash College 

 


