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Without a doubt, the major event in 2025 for the Sienkewicz family was the birth of 

Edmund Virgil Zaiken Sienkewicz on January 25th in St. Paul. Edmund is named after his paternal 

great-grandfather Edmund and his maternal great-grandfather Virgil. We have been fortunate to 

be able to see little Edmund several times in 2025, but not, of course, as often as we would have 

liked. We will resist, however, the urge to mention how cute and lovable he is! 

We were also fortunate to have Julia and Dorothy (as well as Dorothy’s beloved cat Toby) 

spend the first half of the year with us in Monmouth while Julia used her second spring semester 

sabbatical to continue writing her book on artists vying for sculptural commissions for the US 

Capitol in 1825–1840. (She wasn’t quite finished by the time the new academic year began in the 

fall but will hopefully have a draft of the whole book by the end of next summer.) Dorothy, 

meanwhile, devoted much of her time to cooking with her grandmother, gardening with her 

grandfather, swimming lessons at the Y and piano lessons with Nancy St. Ledger. Since she is 

home-schooled, Tom also worked with her on Latin, word roots and sentence diagramming. 

Dorothy’s presence in Monmouth provided added incentive for Marie’s daughters, Sylvia 

and Phoebe, to spend frequent weekends with their cousin in Monmouth. It is heart-warming to 

see how fond the three cousins are of each other (and early signs suggest that the same affection 

will extend to their new little male cousin). Anne and Tom also traveled often up to Mundelein to 

attend Sylvia’s band concerts (in which she plays the French horn) and Phoebe’s Red Rose Choir 

concerts, as well as Sylvia’s Junior High graduation ceremony.  
In March we attended the annual meeting of the Classical Association of the Middle West and 

South (CAMWS), with which Tom had been deeply involved professionally for many years. We couldn’t 
miss this meeting for several reasons: Julia’s husband Victor gave a paper (so both Julia and Dorothy came) 
and Tom received a Lifetime Achievement Award. The meeting was also held only a “few” miles east on 
Interstate 74 at the University of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign, so how could we resist? 

In April we made another trip to Britain to visit our friends of 50+ years, Viv Edwards and 

Chris Morriss. in Reading. Anne and Viv are content to spend almost all their time chatting. Tom 

and Chris opt to go for daily swims. Tom also made a few solo trips into London, one to the 

Churchill War Rooms and Museum which he found fascinating. 

In May Anne and Tom drove to Maine to help Anne’s brother Jack clear out the family 

homestead on Main St. in Waldoboro. A major challenge was figuring out a way to remove a 

Steinway baby grand piano from the second floor of the house. This required trimming major limbs 

from an oak tree, preparing a clear path along the whole length of the second floor, 

removing a window frame, and renting a crane operator to take the piano through the 

window and down to the truck which brought it to temporary storage in Portland. 

This trip gave us the opportunity to visit the Coastal Maine Botanical 

Gardens at a new time of year. We’d expected to see lots of tulips but instead 

saw daffodils galore. We are fond of daffodils, so didn’t complain, but we also 

learned that, while deer love tulip bulbs, they ignore daffodils.  

Father’s Day occasioned a memorable gathering of all our children and 

grandchildren together in Rockford for a weekend of fun, frolic and baby- 
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googling. In June Anne and Tom also attended the American Classical League Summer Institute 

at Loyola University in Chicago. We went, in large part, to see two of Tom’s former students, 

Emma Vanderpool and Tim Morris, but Tom even managed to attend a few paper sessions.  

The annual trip to Maine was special this year because Marie and her daughters visited for 

the first time in several years. Marie could only stay a few days, but Sylvia and Phoebe stayed 

longer. Highlights included taking them all to the Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens for the first 

time, as well as a very sandy day at Pemaquid Beach. Julia and our three granddaughters were also 

able to accompany us on a trip to North Haven for the Memorial Service and Interment of Anne’s 

brother Carl. The service was comforting and Anne enjoyed some good conversation and shared 

memories with her island family. It was also nice to show Sylvia and Phoebe the island where their 

maternal great-grandfather Richard Waterman was born and raised. Tom’s sister Toni and her 

daughter Christina arrived for a visit just as we returned from North Haven. They enjoyed some 

boating, loon sighting and watching the cousins frolic in Lake Damariscotta.  

One other special thing we did in Maine was to visit the Francis Perkins Family Homestead 

in Newcastle, not far from our camp, for the first time, We’d often read about the homestead, but 

it only recently opened for regular hours. While the exhibits in the house itself are not yet open to 

the public, the displays about the life of Perkins, an alumna of Mount Holyoke College and first 

female member of a President’s Cabinet as FDR’s Secretary of Labor, were truly inspiring. 

Sylvia’ transition to high school this fall has gone well. She is involved in the Midwest 

Young Artists Conservatory and has already performed in both a youth symphony orchestra and a 

chamber music concert. Phoebe, now in fifth grade, has started trumpet lessons and is in her school 

band. Julia and Dorothy returned from Maine to Roanoke and their normal academic routine.  A 

few days after Anne and Tom returned from Maine, Anne underwent planned surgery to repair an 

abdominal hernia. The operation went well and Richard was able to get a generous one-week 

family leave from his Canadian-based company to help Tom through Anne’s first days home. His 

presence was certainly both help and comfort. Anne’s surgeon insisted that she “not lift anything 

heavier than a cup of coffee” for two months. Tom did manage, mostly, to keep Anne in line for 

the duration of her sentence.  

By mid-October Anne’s recovery was going so well that Tom did not hesitate to accept 

Julia’s invitation to travel to Copenhagen with her and Dorothy over Roanoke’s fall break. He did, 

however, arrange for several people to check in on Anne during his absence. While Julia did a lot 

of art history touring, Tom and Dorothy did more relaxed museum touring. A highlight was the 

botanical garden but don’t be shocked that they did not set foot in Tivoli Gardens, which is more 

amusement park than floral garden. They all enjoyed the famous Danish open-faced sandwiches 

called smørrebrød, which are true culinary works of art, They were also delighted to discover an 

authentic Breton creperie in the heart of Copenhagen. 

Well into November our garden continued producing tomatoes, peppers, and green beans and 

Tom was still eating his daily garden-fresh tomato sandwiches! Did anyone mention anything about 

global-warming? 

We spent Thanksgiving in Roanoke with Julia and her family and were 

pleased that Toni was able to come up from Chapel Hill for a day visit while 

we were there. Weather permitting, we are looking forward to a Christmastide 

visit from Richard and his family. Perhaps we will even be able to arrange to 

have all the cousins reunited for the occasion. 

Please accept our best wishes for a memorable semiquincentennial year 

2026. 

              Anne and Tom Sienkewicz 

 

 

  
 

 


